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July 16, 2019
Tribal Caucus

I. Opening – War Chief, Adam Duran, welcoming to Buffalo Thunder/Pojoaque Pueblo
II. Roll Call:  Quorum established
III. Welcome/Introductions
IV. Approval of the Agenda – 1st motion made by Pojoaque Pueblo; and 2nd by Caddo Nation
V. Approval of the Minutes with corrections – 1st motion by Caddo Nation; and 2nd by Fort Sill Apache 
VI. Tribal Leader Comments, Concerns, Preparation for RTOC Roundtable
a. Pueblo of Tesuque – NTC Member. Need a Congress that truly authorizes what we will get from EPA and the current Administration is not looking at the Tribal issues. Pueblos are very sensitive to protection mother earth and Climate change is an important issue for a lot of Alaskan Nations. Water Quality for Tribes is being attacked and Water rights settlement are paramount issues for R6. Need to collaborate on this and what direction to take and to enable us, as Tribes, to benefit for our advocacy work to the president’s office. Proactive in working with the Santa Fe National Forest and the State of NM. State and Tribal Collaboration. State doesn’t have jurisdiction in our Tribal territories; however, they are doing enforcement. 
b. Pueblo of Zia – first year as a leader for the Pueblo - WOTUS – the rules have changed, and it is not allowing us to use water and we are having more difficulty with our agriculture and what’s important for the Pueblo. Have been fighting with the Abousselman case on the Jemez River, which designates that they, Jemez Pueblo, gets less and less water rights from upstream. 
c. Pueblo of Acoma – 2nd year term as Lt. Gov. Concerns that POA, but all Tribes and Pueblos of the Nations is the consultation time period is not enough. 30 days is not enough, 90 days would be more appropriate. There are a lot of hurdles and steps that we must go through regarding consultation. Funding is limited. Each year the concerns are, there are not enough funding in the pot for everyone. $1 million budget and divide it amongst the Tribes + IDC…there is not much left. Water quality monitoring and sampling. The upstream users, Mt. Taylor Mining Industry. Contaminated Acoma’s water system. Enforce our water quality standards for the best interest of our community. 
d. Pueblo of Isleta – Issues with funding from the state. Have quite a bit of issues with their communities from the homes build in the 70s, HUD homes, asbestos issues. Seeking funding to address this problem. 
e. Fort Sill Apache – Have a good relationship with their EPA and other agencies, so when they have issues that arise, they are fortunate to satisfy those concerns that they have. As tribal leaders, she appreciates such organizations as RTOC that help to address the issues here and in other place. 
f. Pojoaque Pueblo – Issues that we are facing are generally regarding the WOTUS rule. IF this goes through, they will be limited in applying for grants that help their programs, CWA 319. Primary issue – we have jobs to do and other tasks that need to get done in their Tribal infrastructure. Tribal legal program – providing comments on rules. If we are inadequate funded, we are not going to have the funding to support our program efforts. Living in the southwest is hard, being a Pueblo is hard due to water related issues. Water is a limited resource for us, and we need to work on protection this.
g. Santo Domingo Pueblo – Thanked leadership. Santo Domingo is in the center of two Pueblos, San Felipe and Cochiti. The water itself has always been there. Pollution has been coming from LANL. Face a lot of illness, weather its from radiation being released from the lab and we are seeing a lot of cancer in Santo Domingo members. Water testing is the positive way to go. Testing for these parameters, is needed. 
h. Caddo Nation –ITEC has been a good venue to showcase what all the Tribes have been doing and the hard work they do on behalf of their Tribes and Pueblos Referenced Silenced Spring by Rachel Carson and gave a quote from the book. RTOC is about us voicing our concerns, would the spring not be silenced if we did not stand up and speak. It is important to advocate for your tribes, but its also important to advocate for all tribes. 
i. Wyandotte Nation – FERC – big issue for OK, since the night rider came into effect in Hoffman. Stripping of the Tribal Sovereignty from Tribes and their waters. The feds work to make these changes to meet their needs and not the needs of the Tribes and their members. With the WOTUS ruling, different rules will apply and will not properly addressing the waters and the groundwater is a very big concern for the nation. 
j. San Felipe – when we sit back and think of our ancestors, they didn’t have to think about this problem. There were not big cities going up around them, they didn’t have LANL. This is what we must deal with on a day to day basis. All of us as Tribal leaders, it is a new era for us. We need to keep out voice and voice to out trustee. Tribal Consultations – we are the last to know and given a 30 day period and we are expected to give the comments. Review and Record Action Items and Required Follow-up from 
II. New Business
a. US Fish and Wildlife Service Draft Environmental Assessment for proposed issuance of an eagle incidental take permit for Thunder Ranch Wind Project, Garfield, Kay and Noble Counties, OK.
i. Presentation provided on the EA, requested presentation. DEA comment period open for 45 days until July 27th. Extension grant and new deadline for August 13, 2019. Eagle Rule Revision 2016 – adjusted the language for the preservation standard. Authorized take of eagles, in which the permits were reduced to the maximum degree practicable.  Preservation standard, every 5 years for permit compliance. Adaptive Management plans are required and must be monitored for eagle kill. Why comment period so short? Asked by Pinu’u to the USFWS. Extended comment periods to 45 days. 
ii. Thunder Ranch Wind Project - Fatality monitoring since 2018. Moderate to high risk for eagles was a determination. Models of fatalities used to collect data on eagle exposure to wind turbines, probability of eagle exposure, and site specific factors (turbine size and # of hours of daylight). Concluded that the project would not have a local significant impact. See presentation for the timeline, including the draft comment period and finalization of EA. Submit comments by August 13, 2019 to: mb_nepacomments@fws.gov. 
iii. Religious Use of Feathers – Petition provides proposed regulatory text. Comment period – Proposed regulatory text – http://www.regulations.gov Docket No. FWS-HQ-LE-2018-0078. Extension requested and comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 
b. South Central Climate Science Adaptation Center (SC CASC) 
i. Maurice Cruz – Tribal Liaison – Introduction and to inform caucus that the position is now fully based out of NM and UNM at Albuquerque. Provide technical training and connect to those working in Natural Resources and understanding what climate change means. Training and assistance on vulnerability assessments. 
c. Solid Waste Issues – Funding Concerns
d. GAP Guidance Discussion
i. Randy Gee – Tribal Affairs –GAP Guidance was scheduled to bring in august, pushed back to mid-September. National Program Guidance (NPG) – consultation last Friday. 14 eligible projects. $5 million to go on the NPG grants. PPGs and how they can be affected by the GAP Guidance. Can use GAP and 319 and 106 to oversee projects. 
ii. Why is the GAP Guidance being evaluated again? Probably because of time, it’s been 5 years since it came out and EPA Is looking at how to conduct performance measures. 
e. Multipurpose Grant (MGP) – Randy Gee 
i. Tesuque Pueblo – 3 years ago that Tribes had. Must compliment but cannot duplicate the work. Can do a standalone grant, but you’d have more flexibility in a PPG. 
ii. Taos Pueblo – awarded a few years ago for comprehensive water quality monitoring. Couldn’t monitor all the sites they wanted to test because time ran out. Randy thinks so, 5-year limitation or window to grant extensions. He can ask the water folks. If because of drought and couldn’t monitoring in subsequent years, you can do so if it’s within the 5 years. Can do stand alone or PPG. 
f. IHS Wastewater Funding
1. EPA came to an interagency agreement for wastewater funding. 
2. $2 million for the Tribal Set-Aside funds. 
3. Each office allocation $160,000, spent $61,000 with no deliverables to report, Nashville, no money, $320,000/$38,000 to date in Oklahoma. Read from a list of Oklahoma IHS tasks and deliverables.  $2 million allocated to the Environmental Support Center – SC AL NY CT. Question to EPA: why doesn’t the funding going to the Tribes directly, why does it have to be filtered through IHS? 
4. ENIPC OETA – Should ask EPA why the money can’t come directly to Tribes? 
5. Tesuque Pueblo – request consultation with IHS. Need to have a 638 mechanism to being resources to us respectfully as Tribes. Recommendation – this be an action item. Remove the set-asides from IHS back into EPA, because this is the infrastructure that is ideal. Appropriations – come together to do budget formulation for IHS. 
g. RTOC Letterhead 
i. RTOC Region 6 submitted comments as a body to WOTUS. No letterhead was available due to nothing being submitted prior, as the body. San doing a call for artists to develop a logo for R6 RTOC Tribal Caucus. 
1. Santo Domino Pueblo makes the motion for call for artists for the RTOC Tribal Caucus logo, seconded by Pojoaque Pueblo. 
2. Selection Committee – top 5 submissions. Santo Domingo Pueblo – NM; Wyandotte Nation - OK; Isleta Pueblo – NM; Caddo Nation, OK; San Felipe, NM. 
h. NTOC – next meeting 
i. Update from NTOC Representatives
1. In-person meeting on April 10-11th. Three days met with various EPA Division. Several partnership groups were presents, NTAA, NTSC, NTWC, Members of TWAP, etc. second day was agenda item was for Administrator Wheel to reaffirm the Indian Policy of 1984.
2. WOTUS discussion was a hot topic item, so much so, that it was discussed with the Office of Water with the drafted proposed WOTUS. Important issue for the Tribes, we want to be heard, do not care how long it will take. 
3. FY2021 Budget –Two Regions that were prepared, R6 was one of them. Efforts to improve environmental issues. Lead management in Indian Country. 2018 National Lead Action Plan – reduction of lead in drinking water in Indian Country. Food sovereignty and Contaminated site visits. 
i. Discussion Regarding EPA Division Reports
i. Under water Division – State Revolving Fund and Tribal Set Aside – where does this money come from?
ii. June 24th letter with changes to CERCLA – financial responsibility. Completing rulemaking for section 108 for Hardrock Mining Industry. Report out on one or two items in which they can highlight and require a presentation. Show what’s being done, data or other information they can share to show the work they are doing. 
iii. Zia – important to have them before each RTOC. 
j. Green Fire Times – Seth Roffman’s attendance during Everett Chavez Recognition Award
i. 1st motion – Tesuque Pueblo, Rick Vigil 
ii. 2nd motion – Santo Domingo Pueblo, 
k. Everett Chavez Name Award – Discuss when Randy is here. 
III. Progress Reports – could do these on monthly calls, if Tribes/Pueblos want it - Mark Allen 
a. WOTUS Update – Zia did put in a comment with EPA, asked for Government to Government Consultation. 
b. National Tribal Air Association – report will be emailed, and hard copy given. 
i. Taos Pueblos – 2 eps in R6, Quapaw Tribe. Brought to attention the lack of air quality programs and collection of Data. Different working groups within NTAA. Woodsmoke working group, mobile source working group (Craig is chair). 
1. Pueblo of Laguna applied for TAS for Clean Air Act §301d – letters went out to the Tribes for comment. 
c. Tribal Environmental Coalition of Oklahoma Report 
i. Two meetings, May 21st – grant info provided for NRCS EQIP, NTC update, Dale Miller update on fish kills and July 9th CPN- solid waste management plan, USDA presentation on ag census for grant, NTC update.
d. Inter Tribal Resource Advisory Committee – 
i. May 22nd at Santa Ana. Updates on program and wildlife efforts. SayH2o project was presented on. Conservation League of Voters on NM. CNM – presentation on training opportunities, workshops and OSHA trainings, update on TYESC, Power of Corn workshop & EJ Roundtable, RTOC/NTC updates, next IRAC meeting on July 30th at Kewa. 
e. Texas and Louisiana Tribes
i. No one present  
f. Tribal Governance Group (TGG)/E-Enterprise Leadership Council (EELC)
i. Santo Domingo is the rep and provided the update
g. National Tribal Water Council
i. There is no representation for Region 6. There is a vacancy. We can get in touch with the NTWC for the information. 
h. Tribal Waste and Response Steering Committee
i. TLEF is coming up in Palm Springs, CA the week of August 19th. Well attended. 
ii. Traverse Band of Michigan – Superfund Training – October 8-10, 2019. 
i. Tribal Science Council 
i. Craig Kreman – there never was an alternate for TSC may not be available to attend the meeting. Requests for an alternate. Tim Kent has been nominated. Nominated by Wyandotte, Caddo Nation 2nd. 
j. *Elections/Nomination Process 
i. EELC did this via email. Needed to find someone to fill the National Tribal Water Council vacancy. If anyone is interested, let us know. 
IV. Other Business 
a. Workshop, Training, & General Announcements – Tribal Caucus
i. National Tribal Pesticides Meeting, first week in October, Yakima Nation with a Spring meeting in DC. Muskogee Creek Nation hosting a Pesticide Inspector Regulatory Training. 
ii. GAP Guidance – work group meet yesterday; guidance has been delayed until October. Phone conferences will be done. Poly to develop a crosswalk for the GAP Guidance for comments. 
iii. Santo Domingo’s Feast is August 4th.  
b. Schedule Fall and Future RTOC Meetings – request from Cherokee Nation to set dates for next year RTOCs during July 2019. 
i. Oklahoma November 2019 RTOC – Week of 18th to 22nd 
ii. Dallas 2020 RTOC/Tribal Summit – Week of March 30th to April 3rd
iii. New Mexico 2020 – July 21st & 22nd 
c. Final Questions, Concerns, Discussion to prepare for full RTOC Meeting on July 17, 2019
i. Zia - Go in UNIFIED tomorrow, make sure that we are expressing ourselves to EPA. It’s important that we are on an equal level with them. Our opinions are just as important. 
ii. Wyandotte – asked about the elections and nominations
V. Review of Action Items – RTOC Secretary and Ombudsman
a. Tribal leaders action items – Santo Domingo/RTOC Secretary
b. Tribal Caucus action items – Ombudsman 
VI. Closing and Adjournment – Pueblo of San Felipe, Tribal Co-chair
