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MONDAY October 29th, 2018
7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Conference Registration

  8:30 a.m. – 5:15 p.m. Tribal Caucus Meeting/ RTOC

 TUESDAY October 30th, 2018
  8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Conference Registration
  9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony/ Welcoming Remarks
  11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
  11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Tribal Leaders Round Table
  1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  2:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Refreshment Break 
  2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  3:20 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops

WEDNESDAY October 31st, 2018
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Conference Registration

  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Breakout Sessions and Workshops
  10:05 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Breakout Sessions and Workshops
  11:05 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Breakout Sessions and Workshops
  12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Conner Byestewa Jr. Environmental Award Ceremony
  2:05 p.m. – 3:05 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  3:05 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Refreshment Break
  3:20 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops

 THURSDAY November 1st, 2018
  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break 
  10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  11:20 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  12:20 p.m. – 1:20 p.m. Lunch on your own
  1:20 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  2:25 p.m. – 3:25 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Workshops
  3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Conference Closing Ceremony

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
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  TRIBAL CAUCUS MEETING – 8:30 – 11:30 AM 

  8:30 – 8:35 AM Opening Prayer
   8:35 – 8:50 AM Introductions
  8:50 – 9:40 AM RTOC Tribal Co-Chair Report - Alan Bacock, RTOC Tribal Co-Chair
  9:40 – 10:10 AM Performance Partnership Grant (PPG) Outreach - Alex Cabillo (AZ), Paula Britton (CA) ,
   Clifford Banuelos (NV) & Ronnie Ben (NN)
  10:10 – 10:20 AM BREAK
  10:20 – 11:00 AM Sharing of RTOC Issues - RTOC Geographic Area Reps
  11:00 – 11:30 AM National Partnerships and Regional Workgroup Reports - National Partnership Group  
   and Regional Workgroup Leads

  FULL RTOC MEETING – 1:00 – 5:15 PM

  1:00 – 1:30 PM Opening Remarks
   - Caucus Opening Remarks
   - EPA Opening Remarks
    -Reorg Included in updates
   - Roll Call
  1:30 – 1:45 PM Action Item Review
  1:45 – 2:15 PM Tribal Caucus Report
   - New Issues
   - Discussion 
  2:15 – 2:45 PM Lean Management Updates: EPA will provide an overview of the Lean Management System.
  2:45 – 3:00 PM  EPA GMO will provide tribes with an overview of RAINs and discuss how the system 

is being used to share information with tribes.
  3:00 – 3:15 PM BREAK
  3:15 – 3:30 PM  Affordable Clean Energy Plan overview
  3:30 – 4:45 PM GAP: Update on the GAP Evaluation and overview of FY19 new GAP application  
   process for R9
  4:45 – 5:00 PM NPMG Overview teaser
  5:00 – 5:15 PM Closing

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29TH, 2018
REGIONAL TRIBAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE FALL MEETING

HILTON SAN FRANCISCO FINANCIAL DISTRICT •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA
LOCATED IN THE GRAND BALLROOM

7:30 – 5:30 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
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 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Conference Registration
3rd Floor Registration Desk

ALL MORNING ACTIVITIES LOCATED IN GRAND BALLROOM 

9:00 – 10:00 Opening Ceremony
· Master of Ceremonies, Wehay QuisQuis, San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians
· Chairmen Introduction, Allen Lawson - Chairman, San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians

   · Color Guard 
   · Bird Singers 
   · Opening Prayer

  10:05 – 10:15  Tribal Leaders Welcoming Remarks
10:20 – 10:40 U.S. EPA Welcoming Remarks, Mike Stoker - Regional Administrator U.S. EPA Region 9
10:45 – 11:-05  Keynote Speaker, Jon Waterhouse
11:10 – 11:30 Conference Updates
11:30 – 1:00  Lunch (on your own) 
11:30 – 1:00 Tribal Leaders’ Round Table, Pyramid Boardroom 
1:05 – 2:05 Tribal Leaders’ Input on EPA National Manager Guidance

26TH ANNUAL TRIBAL/EPA CONFERENCE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 2018

Water

Air

Land

Community Resiliency

Multi Media

Solid Waste

KEY:

WQX One-on-One Sessions are available. 
If you are interested in one-on-one assistance on getting your data into WQX, set-up an 
appointment by emailing the STORET helpdesk at STORET@epa.gov and 
cc: pinkerton.kate@epa.gov. Please provide your name, your tribe name and your 2 
preferred appointment times in your request. Appointments are available beginning 
Tuesday, October 30th and will end at 12:00 PM on Thursday, November 1st.  Each 
appointment will last 1 hour between the times of 8:00 AM-5:00PM – No appointments 
will be offered between the hours of 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.  

EPA is accepting early input as we prepare to develop FY2020-2021 National Program Guidance. At this 

to provide input on how EPA and tribes can work together to advance the EPA’s FY2018-2022 Strategic 

development of national guidances.
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BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS • 1:00 - 2:00 

Water- Water Quallity and Controls in the Hopi Multiple Aquifer System

This session will explore the primary aquifers of the Hopi Reservation in Northeastern Arizona. The “T” (Toreva), “D” (Dakota), “N” 

residence times will be correlated to water quality.
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E Multi Media- Top 10 Ways to Avoid Audit Findings and Stay in Compliance with Federal Regulations 

Paul Felz- U.S. EPA Region 8

Land- Superfund Division Director Session
Enrique Manzanilla- U.S. EPA Region 9
During this session, Superfund Division Director Enrique Manzanilla will provide an overview of the division and its functions as they 

division.

Community Resiliency- Community Resiliency Assessment: Community and Tribal Engagement
Susan Jamerson & Ginny Hatch- Washoe Tribe of NV & CA
Learn how a vibrant TAG (Tribal Advisory Group) and targeted communication with tribal communities can result in a more relevant 
Community Resiliency assessment. Find out how to create meaningful surveys and effective public presentations as well as how to 
avoid common community engagement pitfalls.

Multi Media- Tribal Performance Partnership Grants (PPGs) 101 Overview (Session 1 of 2)
Destinee Cooper, Julie Milazzo, Larry Maurin, Angela Mendiola & Tim Wilhite - U.S. EPA Region 9

Agency overview of PPGs, the Region 9 process, and a tribal perspective.

Solid Waste- Regional Interagency Waste Working Group Meeting (Part 1 of 2)
Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Deirdre Nurre - U.S. EPA Region 9
The Regional Interagency Waste Working Group is comprised of staff from EPA, IHS, HUD, BIA, USDA, CalRecycle, RCAC, Rural Water, 

to support tribal waste management activities; provide tribal personnel the opportunity to describe their waste-related needs; 

 

BREAK • 2:00 - 2:15

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 2018
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BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS • 2:15 - 3:15 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 2018

Water- Water Division Director Session
Tomás Torres- U.S. EPA Region 9 
During this session, Water Division Director Tomás Torres will provide an overview of the division and its functions as they relate to 

Julie Milazzo-U.S. EPA Region 9

Multi Media- Overview of GAP and GAP-eligible Activities
Jeremy Bauer & Pam Overman-U.S. EPA Region 9
This interactive session is designed to review the distinctions between implementation activities and environmental capacity-building 
activities and the relationships between capacity-building activities and “indicators of capacity.” Presenters will review GAP-eligible activities 

waste programs) and the approval process to receive funds for such projects, such as dump clean-ups. The presentation will include live 
polling and will end with a Q&A session.
Community Resiliency- Streamlining Your FEMA and EPA Community Plans
JoAnn Scordino & Asia King- FEMA Region 9, Suzanne Marr- U.S. EPA Region 9
Learn practical tips on how to write coordinated plans that result in meaningful actions in your tribal community. Hear from FEMA’s 

Multi Media- EPA and Tribal Policy - Source Information
Paula Britton- Cahto Tribe, Wilfred Nabahe- Colorado River Indian Tribes & Ken Norton-Hoopa Valley Tribe

Solid Waste- Regional Interagency Waste Working Group Meeting (Part 2 of 2)
Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Deirdre Nurre - U.S. EPA Region 9
The Regional Interagency Waste Working Group is comprised of staff from EPA, IHS, HUD, BIA, USDA, CalRecycle, RCAC, Rural Water, 

support tribal waste management activities; provide tribal personnel the opportunity to describe their waste-related needs; discuss 
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BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS  •  3:20 - 4:20 
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Water- Lessons From White Ruin Canyon: Instrumenting a High Altitude Cienega 
 

A remote and unique high altitude wetland on the Hopi Reservation was chosen as a site to demonstrate the effectiveness of wetland 
restoration techniques. Follow along as we design and implement monitoring strategies and restoration techniques for this rare 
surface water feature in arid canyon country.

Community Resiliency- Tribal Resiliency in the Face of Change
Rob Roy, Frank Spurgeon, Reuben Rodriguez, Henry Bojorquez, Gilbert Mejia- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians
Learn how La Jolla has utilized funding from EPA and BIA to develop a Community Resiliency Program. From developing a Climate 
Vulnerability Assessment, to hosting a Tribal Resiliency Summit, to creating a Green Plan for our EPA programs and developing a 
Green Team, to collaborating on creation of a Tribal Climate Workgroup, to Climate Mitigation planning, and eventually developing a 
Climate Adaptation Plan.

Land- Step by Step USEPA Works to Cleanup Abaondoned Uranium Mines on the Navajo Nation
Jacob Phipps & Elsa Johnson- U.S. EPA Region 9
USEPA works with Navajo Nation EPA as co-regulators to oversee the cleanup of hundreds of abandoned uranium mines on the Navajo 
Nation. In this presentation USEPA will provide an update on the cleanup progress of the mines, working relationships with various 
Navajo Nation entities, and how some technologies are being used, such as ASPECT. Presenters will also discuss how key factors such as 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge and the use of Navajo language are being implemented to restore K’e on the Navajo Nation.

Community Resiliency- Inter-Tribal Environmental Youth Campout
Jade Swor- Potter Valley Tribe
The Inter-Tribal Environmental Youth Campout is a free multi-day camp for families and youth where 15 local tribes come together 
to forge community resilience through environmental action and community engagement. This presentation goes through the 
production of the campout and keys to creating a successful one.

Multi Media-Enforcement Division Director Session
Amy Miller- U.S. EPA Region 9
During this session, Enforcement Division Acting Director Amy Miller will provide an overview of the division and its functions as they relate to 

Solid Waste- Increasing Recycling with Community Based Social Marketing
Jenny Stephenson- U.S. EPA Region 9, Heidi Brow- Pala Band of Mission Indians
The Pala Band will share their experience using a community based social marketing (CBSM) approach to change behavior to 
increase recycling. EPA Region 9 will highlight a newly developed resource to help guide Tribes in planning and implementing CBSM 
initiatives to drive sustainability-related behavior change. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 2018

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EVENING NETWORKING MIXER LOCATED IN THE GRAND BALLROOM FROM 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Thank-you to our generous sponsors Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians!
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 California State Session
Matt Rodriquez- Secretary for Environmental Protection
This session will be lead by the California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary Matt Rodriquez. The session will provide updates from 
the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) regarding but not limited to Tribal Programs. The session includes time for a Q&A
so participants can ask questions related to the work done by the CalEPA.
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 Arizona State Session
Leonard Drago- Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
This session will be lead by the Ombudsman and Tribal Liaison from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Len Drago. The 
session will provide updates from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) regarding but not limited to Tribal Programs. 
The session includes time for a Q&A so participants can ask questions related to the work done by the ADEQ.

 Nevada State Session
Greg Lovato- Administrator of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
This session will be lead by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection Administrator Greg Lovato. The session will provide updates 
from the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) regarding but not limited to Tribal Programs. The session includes time for a 
Q&A so participants can ask questions related to the work done by the NDEP. 

Water

Air

Land

Community Resiliency

Multi Media

Solid Waste

KEY:

STATE SESSIONS 9:00 - 10:00

26TH ANNUAL TRIBAL/EPA CONFERENCE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 2018

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 

WQX One-on-One Sessions are available. 
If you are interested in one-on-one assistance on getting your data into WQX, set-up an 
appointment by emailing the STORET helpdesk at STORET@epa.gov and 
cc: pinkerton.kate@epa.gov. Please provide your name, your tribe name and your 2 
preferred appointment times in your request. Appointments are available beginning 
Tuesday, October 30th and will end at 12:00 PM on Thursday, November 1st.  Each 
appointment will last 1 hour between the times of 8:00 AM-5:00PM – No appointments 
will be offered between the hours of 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.  

PI
NE

BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS 10:05 - 11:00
Land- Community Right-to-Know Act: Overview of the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program & Public Online Information Tool
Angela Baranco, U.S. EPA Region 9, Erik Edgar, Abt Associates, EPA TRI Program Contractor
The Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) is an online resource where communities can learn about toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention 
activities reported by regulated industrial and federal facilities. EPA’s TRI program provides the public with direct access to TRI information at 
the community or facility level through an online. This session gives an overview of the TRI program and tool, and includes a demonstration 
of the features and information available through the online tool.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 2018

BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS  •  10:05 - 11:00 

Water- CWA Funding Opportunities 
Lawrence Maurin-U.S. EPA Region 9 
The purpose of this presentation is to introduce the audience to the CWA grant programs available to Tribes. We also hope to invite 

Air- Division Director Session
Elizabeth Adams- U.S. EPA Region 9 
During this session, Air Division Acting Director Elizabeth Adams will provide an overview of the Air Division and its work with tribes. 
The session includes time for a Q&A so participants can ask questions related to the work done by the Division.

Land- Pesticides Part 1 - Pesticides 101
Nina Hapner- Stewart Point Rancheria, Wilfred Nabahe- CRIT, Patti TenBrook & Eric Magnan- U.S. EPA Region 9

and Region 9 EPA FIFRA Enforcement Manager, Eric Magnan. Tribal speakers include Wilfred N. Nabahe from the Colorado River Indian 
Tribes who has extensive experience working on EPA pesticide grants, and Nina Hapner who will discuss tribal pesticide assessments.

Multi Media- Working with your Fiscal Department and Monthly Detail Reports
Leisha Phillips & Emily Luscombe- Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians

next month. This is about making accounting easily understandable and accessible to departments for smoother grant management, 
audits, and close outs.

Solid Waste- Skenandore: A Massive Clean- up with a Massive Price Tag
Susan Jamerson & Norman Harry- Washoe Tribe of NV & CA
Securing BIA funding to complete a massive solid waste cleanup on Tribal allotment lands. 
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Water- Reducing Childhood Exposure to Lead in Drinking Water: EPA Region 9’s Sampling Project at Tribal Schools
Karly Ho, U.S. EPA Region 9
Over the past two years, EPA Region 9 has implemented a Lead in Tribal School Drinking Water Project, a voluntary effort to collaborate with tribal 
governments, schools, and water utilities to identify children’s facilities on EPA Region 9 tribal lands that have a potential for lead in drinking water. The 
project includes lab analysis by the EPA Region 9 Lab for facilities not typically sampled to determine lead concentrations in drinking water and continued 
education and assistance to reduce exposure. The Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act requires that EPA establish a grant program 
to reduce lead in drinking water, which could lead to additional funding for lead in schools testing in FY19. This presentation will summarize the lead 
in school drinking water efforts in Region 9 – what’s been done so far, what it’s shown us about lead in drinking water in Tribal schools in Region 9, and 
continued opportunities for reducing childhood exposures to lead in drinking water.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 2018

BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS  •  11:05 - 12:00
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Water- Tribal Success Stories for Non-Point Source Projects 
Howard Kahan & Adam Jorge- U.S. EPA Region 9, Alex Cabillo- Hualapai Tribe
Do you want to showcase and highlight your successful non-point source project? Come for the 1st live demonstration of the new EPA 
tribal success story database developed for tribal Clean Water Act projects. A tribe can enter some short information and photos about 
their project and instantly create a two-page fact sheet. This database is currently being developed, so here is your opportunity to view 
and make suggestions on how to best highlight your project.

Air- Development of Air Program Capacity
Willard Chin, Marisol Anaya, & Lauren Maghran- U.S. EPA Region 9, Cindy Duriscoe- Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley

using GAP eligible activities. The Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley Tribal Air Program Coordinator will discuss their use of GAP 
to start an air program, eventually moving towards funding through CAA 103.  We will discuss indoor and ambient air issues that a 
tribe may experience, and how to receive funding to improve air quality.

Fabiola Estrada- U.S. EPA Region 9, Theresa Marks- CA Dept. of Regulation Tribal Liason, Paul Ryan- Inspector and 
Enforcement (DPR) 

state regulatory issues. Guest speakers include California Department of Pesticide Regulation Chief Deputy Director, Theresa Marks 

Community Resiliency- How to Investigate and Plan a Tribal Community Microgrid
Dr. Shasta Gaughen- Pala Band of Mission Indians, John Flores- San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians,
Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
Extreme events resulting in power outages appear to be increasing in frequency and duration across the county. Tribal communities, which are 

many tribal communities are considering microgrids to increase their resilience. In this session, the presenters will describe how a tribe can 
consider and plan a microgrid for its community.

Multi Media- Tribal Performance Partnership Grants (PPGs) Budget (session 2 of 2)
Tim Wilhite, Larry Maurin, Destinee Cooper & Angela Mendiola- U.S. EPA Region 9 Tribal Program
Attendees will learn how to create PPG budget details and how they relate to SF-424 application forms and internal EPA documents. 
Options for tracking PPG expenditures will also be discussed. The session will include an Agency overview and a tribal perspective. 

Solid Waste- Sustainable Materials Management Opportunities
Tracey Harper- CalEPA/CalRecycle, Liz Wagner- Mattress Recycling Council, Nichole Dorr- Paint Care
Come hear about free opportunities to more sustainably manage materials including mattresses and paint. This presentation will 

national stewardship organization for the purpose of managing postconsumer paint.   The presentation will discuss free paint disposal 
opportunities available to tribes in California and Oregon.

PI
NE

Land-Community Right-to-Know Act: Interactive Demonstration of the TRI Public Information Tool.
Angela Baranco- U.S. EPA Region 9, Erik Edgar, Abt Associates, EPA TRI Program Contractor
EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) data can be a resource to support informed decision-making by communities, government agencies, 
companies, and others.  This session follows the Overview of the TRI program and provides a more in-depth and interactive experience 
navigating the online tool, learning how to access and use the toxic chemical releases and pollution prevention activities reported by 
regulated industrial and federal facilities.
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CONNER BYESTEWA JR.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD CEREMONY

12:00-2:00

Located in the Grand Ballroom

· Welcome, Wehay QuiQuis - San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians
· Blessing of the Ceremony

· Keynote Address, Mike Connely- Campo Kumeyaay Nation
· Nominator Remarks, Justin Schmidt- Pauma Band of Luiseno Indians

· Award Presentation, Lionel Puhuyesva- ITCA
· Award Recipient Remarks, John Parada- Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians

THANK YOU TO FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR MAKING THE  
CONNER BYESTEWA JR. ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD CEREMONY HAPPEN:

Thank-you to our generous sponsors San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians foundation, Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians, San Pasqual Economin Development 

Corporation, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake Tribe, Yavapai-Prescott 
Indian Tribe, Colusa Indian Community & Big Sandy Rancheria!
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 2018

BREAK • 3:05 - 3:20
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BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS  •  2:05 - 3:05 

Water- Funding Assistance for Water and Wastewater Systems 
Loretta Vanegas & Emmanuelle Rapicavoli-U.S. EPA Region 9, Angela Hengel-RCAC, Jonathan Rash & Chris Brady- 
California Area Indian Health Service, Pete Yribarren- USDA 
This session will help connect you with experts in identifying and accessing potential sources of funding and technical assistance in a 
variety of areas to support water and wastewater infrastructure in tribal communities.

Air- California Air Resources Board Supplemental Environmental Project Case Study
Ann Stacy- California Air Resource Board
Since 2016 the CARB Supplemental Environment Project (SEP) program has provided over 6 million dollars in settlement money and 
funded over 22 community projects. CARB staff will share 2 to 3 funded SEPs and go in-depth into the project proposal preparation, 

Land- Division Director Session
Jeff Scott-U.S. EPA Region 9
During this session, Land Division Director Jeff Scott will provide an overview of the division and its functions as they relate to tribal work. 

Community Resilency- Intertribal Agriculture Council and Natural Resources Conservation Service: Opportunities for Tribal 
Resource Conservation
Pedro Torres- NRCS, Keir Johnson-Intertribal Agriculture Council
Nationally, Intertribal Agriculture Council and Natural Resources Conservation Service have partnered to assist tribes with resource 
conservation in agriculture and traditional land management.  We will explore the resources offered by IAC and NRCS and how this 
partnership in California continues to expand our efforts to assist tribal communities.

Multi Media- Grant Writing Workshop - How to Prepare Winning Proposals  1 of 4
John Flores- San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
In this grant writing workshop, experienced and highly successful grant writers that have secured over $13M for various tribal initiatives will 
share their grant writing secrets. During this workshop the presenters will provide steps, templates, and tips for preparing winning grant 

your grant writing effort; preparing proposal narratives, work plans, budgets, etc.; obtaining letters of support; and more.

Solid Waste- CalRecycle Grant Funding Opportunities
Tracey Harper, Stephanie Becker & Martine Boswell- CalRecycle

areas: Farm and Ranch Cleanup and Food Rescue. CalRecycle has grant funding to reduce GHG emission through food waste 

the Farm and Ranch Cleanup and Abatement program which funds cleanup of illegal dumping, and how to apply for this grant. Tribe 
land is eligible.

PI
NE Kerry Drake- U.S. EPA Region 9

done by the division.
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BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS • 3:20 - 4:20 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE MONSTER MASH LOCATED IN THE GRAND BALLROOM FROM 8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Thank-you to our generous sponsors Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation, Chicken Ranch Rancheria Me-wuk Indians, 

Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians & Cedarville Rancheria!
(Don’t forget your costumes) 
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Water- Funding Assistance for Water and Wastewater Systems Continued.. 
Loretta Vanegas & Emmanuelle Rapicavoli- U.S. EPA Region 9, Angela Hengel- RCAC, Jonathan Rash & Chris Brady- 
California Area Indian Health Service, Pete Yribarren- USDA 
This session will help connect you with experts in identifying and accessing potential sources of funding and technical assistance in a 
variety of areas to support water and wastewater infrastructure in tribal communities.

Multi Media- GAP Workshop: GAP Workplan Development Using Your ETEP
Destinee Copper, Alheli Banos & Nicholas Anderson- U.S. EPA Region 9
This session will focus on how the EPA-Tribal Environmental Plan (ETEP) can and should be used to write GAP workplans, and will provide 

best use of their ETEP in seeking GAP funding.

Land- Pesticides Part 3- NPIC & ITCA Presentations 
Africa Dorame-Avalos- ITCA, Kaci Buhl- NPIC 
EPA pesticide cooperative agreement process, and guest speakers from outside organizations (i.e. NPIC) to discuss other pesticide 
related topics.

Air- Western Intertribal Air Collaborative
Frank Spurgeon- La Jolla  Band of Luiseno Indians, Pamela Attcity- Morongo Band of Mission Indians
Attendees will learn how Tribe’s in Southern California are collaborating with one another to perform equipment audits and conduct 
secondary data review increasing the quality of their data.

Multi Media- Grant Writing Workshop - How to Prepare Winning Proposals  2 of 4
John Flores- San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
In this grant writing workshop, experienced and highly successful grant writers that have secured over $13M for various tribal initiatives will 
share their grant writing secrets. During this workshop the presenters will provide steps, templates, and tips for preparing winning grant 

your grant writing effort; preparing proposal narratives, work plans, budgets, etc.; obtaining letters of support; and more.

Water- Challenges When Working on Projects With State and Federal Jurisdiction
Emily Luscombe- Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians

the project is on private property. This also applies to many state funded projects on tribal lands. Projects where there is trust versus 
fee land issues or any encroachment issues.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 2018
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KEY:
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BREAK • 10:00 - 10:15

Water- CWA 106 Reporting Requirements 
Audrey Johnson & Kate Pinkerton- U.S. EPA Region 9 
The Clean Water Act Section 106 reporting requirements will be discussed including the submission of data in STORET compatible 

documenting environmental results. Participants will also become familiar with the EPA Region 9 Water Quality Assessment Template 
for tribes to document water quality programs in Indian Country.

Multi Media- Developing a Tribal Ordinance: A tribal leader perspective
Jill Sherman-Warne- Native American Environmental Protection Coalition, Duane Sherman Sr.- Cahuilla Band of Indians
Tribal Governments enact rules and regulations to protect their tribal resources, governance and sovereignty. This workshop is for the 

an outline for a draft ordinance for legal review. 

Land- Forest Service Assistance for Forest Pest Issues
Sheri Smith, U.S. Forest Service
Presentation will cover what services the Forest Health Protection staff with the US Forest Service can provide on Tribal lands and what 
the process is to successfully compete for funding for pest suppression activities. A summary will be provided showing Forest Service 

Community Resiliency- CalEPA Tribal Advisory Committee
Sarah Ryan- Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Harry Williams-Bishop Paiute Tribe, Crystal Robinson- Quartz Valley Indian Tribe, Linda Otero-Fort Mojave 
Tribe, Dore  Bietz- Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians, Clifford Batten & Chris Manzano-San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, CalEPA Tribal Liasons
Established to discuss environmental issues and projects involving California Tribes and improve communication and collaboration between 

and hear from representatives from CalEPA and its six BDOs on programs and activities that intersect with California Tribes and their 
environmental interests and activities. Part 1 of 3

Brian McCaughey- Hoopa Valley Tribe, Daniel Lucas- Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Lauren Maghran– U.S. EPA Region 9 

tools; and resources for community outreach.

Solid Waste- Tribal Solid Waste: How Much Does It Cost?
Deirdre Nurre- U.S. EPA Region 9, Meyo Marrufo- Guidiville Rancheria, Brenda 
Pusher-Begay- White Mountain Apache
This panel will discuss how tribes evaluate what their solid waste program costs, and ways 
to think about the cost implications of making changes to their solid waste programs.
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Water- Water Quality Standards and Treatment in a Similar Manner as a State Application 
Danielle Angeles & Stephanie Wilson- U.S. EPA Region 9 

of a water body by designating the uses and setting criteria necessary to protect the uses for all waters within the jurisdictions. WQS 
are used to protect the public health and welfare, enhance the quality of water, and attain the goals of the Clean Water Act.

Multi Media- GAP Online 3.0

The EPA General Assistance Program will be rolling out the latest version of GAP Online. The new system is GAP Online 3.0. This 
session will review the changes and updates made to the online system. Attend this session to review the new system and cover any 
questions you may have.

Multi Media- Digital Storytelling Primer
Alan Bacock- Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley
The Big Pine Paiute Tribe partnered with the Everett Program at UC Santa Cruz to host a weekend workshop on digital storytelling to help Tribal members use 
readily available technology to tell their water stories. Digital storytelling is a presentation that combines text, images, video and audio to help people share 
their stories. The Big Pine Paiute Tribe has a desire to develop digital stories that can be shared in various venues throughout Los Angeles including schools 
so that Los Angeles recognize the impact of the water gathering activities of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power on tribal ancestral lands.  
This session will share about the partnership developed with the Everett Program and provide resources for helping others develop digital stories.
Multi Media- GAP Workshop: Calculating FTE & Component Costs for Your GAP Workplan
Veronica Swann & Tim Wilhite- U.S. EPA Region 9, Dave Lewis- Yavapai-Apache Nation

plan total, and the FTE calculation in the budget matches the FTE provided in the work plan.

Community Resiliency- CalEPA Tribal Advisory Committee
Sarah Ryan- Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Harry Williams-Bishop Paiute Tribe, Crystal Robinson- Quartz Valley Indian Tribe, Linda Otero-Fort Mojave 
Tribe, Dore  Bietz- Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians, Clifford Batten & Chris Manzano-San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, CalEPA Tribal Liasons
Established to discuss environmental issues and projects involving California Tribes and improve communication and collaboration between 

and hear from representatives from CalEPA and its six BDOs on programs and activities that intersect with California Tribes and their 
environmental interests and activities. Part 2 of 3

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, 2018

Multi Media- GAP Session - Sharing Examples and Brainstorming Ideas for Work Plan Development for New, or 
Reestablishing Environmental Programs, and Well-established Programs
Michelle Baker & Ruben Mojica-Hernandez- U.S. EPA Region 9

 
Tribal environmental departments that are just starting out, or reestablishing core environmental program capacities; and  
Tribal environmental departments that have well-established environmental programs.

WQX One-on-One Sessions are available. 
If you are interested in one-on-one assistance on getting your data into WQX, set-up an appointment by emailing the STORET 
helpdesk at STORET@epa.gov and cc: pinkerton.kate@epa.gov. Please provide your name, your tribe name and your 2 preferred 
appointment times in your request. Appointments are available beginning Tuesday, October 30th and will end at 12:00 PM on 
Thursday, November 1st.  Each appointment will last 1 hour between the times of 8:00 AM-5:00PM – No appointments will be 
offered between the hours of 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.  
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LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN): 12:20- 1:20
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Water- The ins and outs of running a drinking water system 
Jason Gambatese- U.S. EPA Region 9, Dave Wallis- RCAC

will give a brief overview of what you need to know. Sanitary surveys are conducted every 3 to 5 years, this presentation will help 

Community Resilency-  Forming a Tribal Emergency Response Commission
Clifford Banuelos- Inter- Tribal Council of Arizona, Paul Huette- Big Pine Paiute Tribe of Owens Valley
Tribes can ensure the development of an emergency planning and implementation structure relevant to their tribal needs by the formation of a Tribal 
Emergency Response Commission (TERC) or similar group. TERC’s can provide training and technical assistance to communities so that tribal members 
know what to do in the event of a disaster, such as a chemical spill. This session will cover ways to form a TERC, how to structure your TERC, discuss best 
practices of TERC’s, and Tribal roles under EPCRA and CAPP.

Land- Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, Eagle Incidental Take Permits: Program Summary,  Updated 
Regulations and Status of Permits in California and Nevada

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (Eagle Act) prohibits take of bald eagles and golden eagles except pursuant to federal regulations. The 
Eagle Act authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to issue regulations to permit the “taking” of eagles, provided the taking is compatible with the 
preservation of eagles. The Service revised our eagle take permit regulations in 2016. We will summarize the take permit regulations and discuss 
eagle incidental take permit requests that we are currently considering.  

Multi Media- Effective Tribal Environmental Strategic Planning through ETEPs
Dr. Shasta Gaughen- Pala Band of Mission Indians, Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
Many tribal environmental programs are experiencing less than optimal effectiveness. Issues include too little funding, constant reactivity, repetitive 

a highly valued community asset. ETEPs contain the essential elements of a strategic plan. In this session, the presenters will explain and show how 
tribes can develop effective strategic plans for environmental programs through developing an ETEP.

Multi Media- Politics and Science
Sally Manning- Big Pine Paiute Tribe of Owens Valley, Mervin Wright Jr.- Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe

sector and universities, and results were used to inform laws and regulations designed to protect people and the environment. In 

applied to environmental management. By the end of this session participants will have insight into clues differentiating science from 

Community Resilency- CalEPA Tribal Advisory Committee
Sarah Ryan- Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Harry Williams-Bishop Paiute Tribe, Crystal Robinson- Quartz Valley Indian Tribe, Linda Otero-Fort Mojave 
Tribe, Dore  Bietz- Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians, Clifford Batten & Chris Manzano-San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, CalEPA Tribal Liasons
Established to discuss environmental issues and projects involving California Tribes and improve communication and collaboration between California 

from CalEPA and its six BDOs on programs and activities that intersect with California Tribes and their environmental interests and activities. Part 3 of 3

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, 2018

BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS • 11:20 - 12:20 



1926 Years of Protecting and Healing our Homelands

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, 2018

BREAKOUT SESSION & WORKSHOPS • 1:20 - 2:20 
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Water- State Water Boards Tribal Consultation Policy 
Angela Rabe- State Water Resources Control Board, Gita Kapahi- Water Boards 
The California State Water Board’s Tribal Consultation Policy will guide Water Board staff statewide to engage aptly with California 
Native American tribes through timely and meaningful consultation and collaboration on actions that may have an impact to tribal 
lands or cultural resources consistent with the mission of the Water Boards.

Water- Yavapai-Apache Nation Water Quality Program
Vivian Stevens & Laura Clark- Yavapai Apache Nation
Tribal Water Quality Program

Water- Building Water Quality Protection Capacity under GAP
Tim Wilhite, Damian Willson, Gilbert Pasqua, & Lawrence Maurin- U.S. EPA Region 9 
Attendees will learn about options for using GAP funds to build water quality protection capacity. The session will include an EPA 
overview and a tribal perspective.

Community Resilency- Walking Water - An Overview of the Journey
Alan Bacock- Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley
Walking Water is an invitation, an action, an educational journey and a prayer intended to bring together voices for a sustainable future. We 
journeyed 550 miles over 3 phases in 3 years – from waters above Mono Lake through the Mojave desert and across the urban sprawl of Los 
Angeles.  This session will be an overview of the journey.

Multi Media- Grant Writing Workshop - How to Prepare Winning Proposals  3 of 4
John Flores- San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
In this grant writing workshop, experienced and highly successful grant writers that have secured over $13M for various tribal initiatives will 
share their grant writing secrets. During this workshop the presenters will provide steps, templates, and tips for preparing winning grant 

your grant writing effort; preparing proposal narratives, work plans, budgets, etc.; obtaining letters of support; and more.

Community Resilency- Navigating Tribal Utility Operations in California
Breann Nu’uhiwa- Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians, Pi-Ta Pitt - Pechanga Western Electric

State of California. This allows for Tribal control of decision making processes concerning electricity production and distribution in 
order to achieve  future projects such as solar and microgrids. Pechanga Western Electric will also discuss their energy portfolio mix.
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Water- Tribal Water Quality Governance
Haley Miller- Buena Vista Rancheria, Mervin Wright- Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
Treatment as State status government-to-government relationship protect Tribal waters: Standard operating procedures, USEPA 
approval, water sampling and data into tribal and EPA databases; Tribes govern water quality data processing.  Trace federal laws 
and regulations; monitoring programs strengthen Tribe’s self-determination and sustainability with valuable data can uphold more 
stringent WQS.

Malinda Dumisani- California EPA, DTSC, CalRecycle, Waterboards, and ARB staff

Tribal Fire Response and Recovery is needed in response to these climate change events. Presenters will also share resources available 
at the state level.

Community Resilency- How to Incorporate Human Health Exposures, Impacts, and Strategies into Adaptation Planning 
for Tribal Communities
Dr. Shasta Gaughen- Pala Band of Mission Indians, Angela Hacker- Prosper Sustainably
Some of the most tragic impacts of climate change are projected to come in the form of illness, injury, and death. Based on research conducted for 
the national Tribal Climate Health Project (www.tribalclimatehealth.org), this session will present the latest data, tools, and literature related to the 
human health impacts of climate change to help tribal health and environmental professionals more easily assess and address such vulnerabilities 
in their own communities.

Multi Media- Grant Writing Workshop - How to Prepare Winning Proposals  4 of 4
John Flores- San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians, Rob Roy- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Joshua Simmons- Prosper Sustainably
In this grant writing workshop, experienced and highly successful grant writers that have secured over $13M for various tribal initiatives will share their 
grant writing secrets. During this workshop the presenters will provide steps, templates, and tips for preparing winning grant proposals. Topics covered will 

narratives, work plans, budgets, etc.; obtaining letters of support; and more.

Solid Waste- Solid Waste and GAP Funding
Deirdre Nurre & Michelle Baker- U.S. EPA Region 9
The RTOC Solid Waste Workgroup meets regularly to help tribes develop and improve their solid waste programs. This session will 
cover topics of interest to the workgroup including instructions on how to answer questions for cleaning up open dumps and how to 
write successful GAP proposals for solid waste program funding.

Multi Media- Introduction to successful quarterly reporting
Emily Luscombe- Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians

your workplan and the GAP guidelines.



2126 Years of Protecting and Healing our Homelands

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST, 2018

 CONFERENCE CLOSING CEREMONY
3:30 – 4:30

 
Located in the Oak Ball Room

Wehay QuisQuis
· U.S. EPA Closing Address, Jeff Scott, U.S. EPA Region 9 Land Division Director 

· Closing Remarks, Dr.Jacquelyn Bolman
· Closing Prayer 

· Color Guard
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REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR U.S. EPA REGION 9
Mike Stoker serves as the Regional Administrator for the EPA’s Region 9, based in 
San Francisco. He leads the Agency’s efforts in Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, 

the Northern Mariana Islands), and 148 tribal nations. The Region spans eight-time 
zones and is home to more than 50 million people. Mr. Stoker has spent his career 
serving the public and working as an attorney specializing in agriculture, labor, land 
use and environmental law. He most recently served as director of government affairs 
for UnitedAg, the second largest agricultural association in California. Mr. Stoker 
was a member of Santa Barbara County’s Board of Supervisors from 1986-1994, 
chairman of the California Agricultural Labor Relations Board from 1995-2000, and 
California deputy secretary of state from 2000-2002. In addition, Mr. Stoker served on 
the Southern California Hazardous Waste Management Board of Directors from 1990 
to 1994, as chairman of the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments from 
1991 to 1993, and as chairman of the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control 
District from 1992 to 1994. He has also served on the boards of several community 
organizations. Mr. Stoker received his Bachelor of Arts degree magna cum laude from 
the University of California at Berkeley and his Juris Doctorate degree from Loyola 
Law School in Los Angeles.

MIKE STOKER

CAL EPA, SECRETARY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
MATT RODRIQUEZ

Matt Rodriquez was appointed California Secretary for Environmental Protection by Gover-
nor Edmund G. Brown Jr. in July 2011. As Secretary, Matt oversees the activities of the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, the Department of 

Water Resources Control Board. As a member of the Governor's cabinet, he advises the 
Governor on environmental policy.
He comes to the Agency with more than 24 years of environmental experience with the 
California Department of Justice where he served as a Deputy Attorney General from 1987 
to 1999. In this capacity, he advised or represented the Attorney General and clients of the 

-
al Commission, the State Lands Commission, and the San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission. In 1999, he was appointed Senior Assistant Attorney General 
for the Land Law Section by Attorney General Bill Lockyer.
Former Attorney General Brown selected Matt to be the Chief Assistant Attorney General 
for the Public Rights Division in 2008. In this capacity he supervised the work of the Land 
Law, Environment Law, Natural Resources Law, Consumer Law, Civil Rights Enforcement, 

-
lations protecting groundwater from leaking underground storage tanks. He also worked 
collaboratively with the attorneys in the Environment Section to represent OEHHA in cases 
brought under Proposition 65. He is responsible for the legal team that defended

California's vehicular greenhouse gas rules against challenges from the auto industry. Most recently, he served as Acting Chief Deputy 
Attorney General for Attorney General Kamala D. Harris.
Prior to joining the California Department of Justice, Matt was Deputy City Attorney for the City of Hayward from 1985 to 1987, Assis-

Research from 1981 to 1983, and a graduate student assistant with the California Coastal Commission from 1979 to 1981.
In addition to numerous speaking engagements, he has taught classes on environmental law and resources management for graduate 
students in regional and environmental planning at U.C. Berkeley.
Matt graduated from U.C. Berkeley with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History, and received his Juris Doctor Degree from UC Hastings 
College of the Law in 1980. Matt is a longtime resident of the Bay Area.
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Greg Lovato was appointed administrator of the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection in February 2017.  After 14 years with the US Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 9, where he worked in the RCRA waste and cleanup programs 
including 6 years at the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, he was 
hired as the NDEP Remediation Branch Supervisor in 2006. He has also served as 
the Deputy Administrator, overseeing the Division’s Corrective Actions, Industrial Site 
Cleanup, Mining, Waste, and Federal Facilities Programs, and previously as the Chief 
of environmental cleanup programs.  He serves on the NV Petroleum Fund Board to 
Review Claims and represents Nevada on the Rocky Mountain Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste Board. He holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Stanford University and a B.A. 
in Management-Engineering from Claremont McKenna College. He is licensed as a 
professional civil engineer in Nevada and California. 

Contact Information:   
Division of Environmental Protection
901 S Stewart St., Suite 4001
Carson City, NV 89701-5249
Phone: 775-687-9373
Email: glovato@ndep.nv.gov
Assistant: Kristen Burke; k.burke@ndep.nv.gov

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AGENCY’S 
OMBUDSMAN AND TRIBAL LIAISON

Len Drago has made Arizona home for the past 23 years, taking great pride in his 
environmental career focusing on protecting public health and enhancing the 
environment. Len joined the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) in 
2016 as the Air Quality Division Deputy Director and is honored to have become the 
Agency’s Ombudsman and Tribal Liaison in 2018.
Prior to ADEQ, Len spent nearly two decades at Intel, spearheading and working on 

international company. As demonstrated by Intel’s outstanding compliance record, 
Len and his teams worked diligently to conserve water, save energy and reduce 
emissions by going above and beyond regulatory requirements, all while increasing 
production and driving economic growth.
Before joining Intel, Len worked 14 years for top-ranked environmental and 

industrial sectors, as well as in local and federal government projects and programs.  
Currently Len is responsible for working with staff regarding program development 
and problem solving in response to public complaints. He collaborates with and 
engages key stakeholders, customers, communities and Arizona’s Tribal Nations  to 
protect public health and Arizona’s unique environment.  
When not at work, Len enjoys spending time with his family, including his 3 young 
adults (triplets), who are attending their senior year in college, with his friends, and 
enjoying outdoor activities.

LEONARD DRAGO

NEVADA ADMINISTRATOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
GREG LOVATO
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US EPA REGION 9 DIVISION DIRECTORS
JEFF SCOTT, US EPA REGION 9 LAND DIVISION DIRECTOR
Jeff Scott leads EPA Region 9’s Land Division which covers a number of both traditional and multi-media programs. The Division is 
responsible for the hazardous waste, underground storage tank, and zero waste programs under the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA). The Division also protects the public and empowers communities by preventing exposures to toxic compounds 
regulated under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), and by implementing the Pollution Prevention Act, the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), and the Region’s Environmental Education and Children’s Health programs. In addition, the 
Land Division focuses on environmental and human health activities in underserved and disproportionately burdened communities 

media approaches to addressing environmental issues.

ENRIQUE MANZANILLA, US EPA REGION 9 SUPERFUND DIVISION DIRECTOR

Superfund Division, Enrique served as the Director of the Communities and Ecosystems Division from 1998. Enrique started his EPA 
career in 1985 in Washington, D.C. and he was appointed to the federal Senior Executive Service in 1999.

TOMÁS TORRES, US EPA REGION 9 WATER DIVISION DIRECTOR
Tomás Torres serves as Director of the Water Division at the EPA in San Francisco. The Water Division, in collaboration with states, tribes, 

and their aquatic ecosystems to protect human health and support economic and recreational activities. Tomás is responsible for 
overseeing effective implementation of national water laws and for oversight and funding of state and tribal water protection programs 

experience in the public and private sectors. Prior to joining the Water Division in October of 2015, Tomás served as Director of EPA’s San 

protection agreements. Tomás has held various leadership positions in EPA’s Land and Superfund programs and has worked in the 
private sector to develop industrial capacity in the areas of air emissions reduction, pollution prevention, and health risk assessment.  
Tomás is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley.

ELIZABETH ADAMS, US EPA REGION 9 AIR DIVISION DIRECTOR
Elizabeth is the Acting Director of the Air Division. She has 29 years of environmental experience, in both the private sector working for 

leading the Air Division, Elizabeth was Deputy Director of the Air Division and held several senior leadership positions in EPA Region 9’s 
Superfund Division where she oversaw investigation and remediation of hazardous waste sites in California and Arizona, and led the 

AMY MILLER, US EPA REGION 9 ENFORCEMENT DIVISION ACTING DIRECTOR
Amy Miller was recently appointed as the Acting Director of the Enforcement Division.  Prior to this appointment, she was the Chief 
of Staff and Agriculture Advisor to Regional Administrator Michael Stoker and Acting Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss.   Amy has 
worked at U.S EPA Region 9 for 23 years.  Amy completed her Senior Executive Service rotational assignment at USDA’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. She was also previously the Deputy Director of the Enforcement Division and has held management positions in 
water and hazardous waste programs.  Amy holds a J.D. from Golden Gate University and B.A. from San Francisco State University. Amy is 
a California native who spent her youth on the family farm in western Kansas.

KERRY DRAKE, US EPA REGION 9 ASSISTANT REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
Kerry Drake is the Assistant Regional Administrator and Director of the Environmental Management Division. He served the state of 
Texas for over 11 years at the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and its predecessor agencies, as a manager and leader in 

Science at NASA Ames Research Center as part of the Senior Executive Service Candidate Development Program. Upon returning to EPA 
in early 2017, Kerry managed the Grants and Contracts Branch prior to his current role.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Native American, Environmental Steward, and National Geographic Education Fellow Emeritus and Explorer, Jon Waterhouse, 
strives to empower Indigenous communities while facilitating a global understanding of water and planetary health, environmental 
stewardship, and climate change, as viewed through the indigenous lens. In 2007 Waterhouse facilitated an ambitious hazardous 
waste cleanup effort in the 330,000 sq. mile Yukon Watershed of Alaska and Canada while simultaneously directing the collection of 

the health of the massive watershed. Alongside his partner, Mary Marshall, Waterhouse founded the Living Indigenous Network 
of Knowledge (LINK), and the pair is connecting indigenous populations around the world, to not only join forces in monitoring 
environmental health globally, but also to take action in protecting the health of the planet. Currently Waterhouse and Marshall 
are overseeing the development of a smartphone application for use by their partners in even the most remote locations to collect, 
upload, and store water quality data.

& Science University. President Obama appointed Waterhouse in 2010 to the Joint Public Advisory Committee, an international 
panel that advises the Commission for Environmental Cooperation on environmental issues affecting North America.

JON WATERHOUSE

     Michael is a member of the Campo Kumeyaay Nation.  In 1990, he left a position as a Senior Aerospace Engineer to help 
establish and direct the Campo Environmental Protection Agency.  He began to work on the national level in October 1991, 

He supported the creation of the GAP program and pushed for national funding for tribal programs under the Indian amendments 

Senate against the encroachment of State regulatory authority into tribal lands.
    Michael served nationally as the Chair of the Environmental Subcommittee and the Co-Chair of the Natural Resources Committee 
for the National Congress of American Indians.  He served two terms as California delegate to the National Tribal Operations 
Committee, the Governmental Advisory Committee to U.S.E.P.A. for N.A.F.T.A., Good Neighbor Environmental Board, Grand Canyon 
Visibility Transport Commission, Tribal Air Monitoring Support Center and served on the Board of the National Tribal Environmental 
Council.  He also served over 17 years as a Councilman for the Campo Kumeyaay Nation.
     Michael has researched and implemented traditional environmental practices in contemporary land and resource management 
while helping to establish Community College courses in history, ethnoecology and ethnobotany.  
     He has authored many papers on tribal economics, Kumeyaay history and resource management.  He has three published 
books on Kumeyaay history and cosmology, and has curated exhibits on Kumeyaay culture and history for the National Museum 
of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., and the Museum of Man in San Diego, California.  Michael’s work on the California 
Creation Myth was presented at the San Diego History Center where the video still plays.  In 2006 he was the recipient of the John 
Montgomery Education Award by the Congress of History of San Diego and Imperial Counties and, in 2017, was inducted into the 
Kumeyaay Kuseyaay Association.
     Michael holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Manufacturing Engineering and a Master of Arts degree in Economics. He is an 
adjunct lecturer in American Indian Studies at San Diego State University.  
     He currently consults on topics of economics, resource management, renewable energy, taxation and education.  He works 
directly with the Southern California Tribal Chairman’s Association, Kumeyaay Diegueno Land Conservancy, Kumeyaay Heritage 
Preservation Committee, Kumeyaay Community College, and continues to write and lecture on Kumeyaay history and culture.

MICHAEL CONNOLLY MISKWISH, M.A. RESOURCE ECONOMIST

Dr. Jacquelyn Bolman a native of the Great Plains (Lakota Oyate) and Black Hills of South Dakota. She earned her undergraduate, 
masters and doctoral degrees with a clear and distinct focus on Geosciences and Tribal Science at the University of South Dakota. 
Her university experiences changed the way in which she participated in the world ~ especially the natural world ~ strengthening 
her commitment to ensuring all people have access to and equity in higher education.
Since earning her doctorate in 1997, she has served as Dean at Presentation College providing leadership for undergraduates 

Indian Learning and Leadership (SKILL) and Multicultural Affairs at South Dakota School of Mines and Technology. She was chosen 

NASA-funded “Native Connections” a multi-state effort to assist Tribes and communities in the Northern Great Plains and Rocky 
Mountain Region develop expertise in geospatial sciences with an emphasis on remote sensing of Tribal lands; and served as the 
Director of the Indian Natural Resource Science and Engineering Program (INRSEP) at Humboldt State University. INRSEP, the only 

Native and Native Hawaiian students are successful in securing degrees in natural resources and STEM disciplines. She was elected 
as one of four CSU-LAMP Senior Leadership Advisors overseeing the LSAMP programs at the 23 CSU’s in California to ensure 
American Indian and Indigenous student access to STEM.
In March 2013, Dr. Bolman co-founded and currently serves as President of InterTribal Student Services (I.S.S.).  I.S.S. is a Self-
Determined Indian Organization to ensure American Indian and Indigenous students have the right and opportunity to conduct 
Tribal research in their ancestral homelands with a distinct focus on climate change, culturally relevant species, ethno-geology, 
ethno-astronomy and ethno-botany.  I.S.S. works in authentic partnership with Tribal Nations across the United States and Central 
and South America with the inherent foundation of self-determination and sovereignty.
In each of the capacities, she has worked with K-12 and university students - and most importantly Tribal Elders, to develop and 
integrate programming promoting original research dedicated to the ideals of culture and returning to others the gift she received 
of astute mentoring.

DR. JACQUELYN BOLMAN
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CONNER BYESTEWA JR. 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 

the Colorado River Indian Tribes. Mr. Byestewa tirelessly served his Tribe in many capabilities. He was a member 
of the Colorado River Indian Tribes’ Council, and served as an advisor to a number of environmental and 
agricultural boards and work groups. His commitment was not only at the tribal level, but encompassed work at 
the state and federal levels.
Mr. Byestewa was an integral member of the Regional Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) for EPA, Region 9. 
Conner worked on Western Regional Air Partnerships (WRAP), perchlorate and pesticide issues.
The foundation of his work continues today. The Conner Byestewa Jr. Environmental Award is being made in 
his honor to recognize the efforts of individuals that have made and strengthened tribal self-government and 
improved human health and environmental conditions with Indian Country in EPA, Region 9. 

2007 RECIPIENTS
Anna Masayesva, The Hopi Tribe, AZ
Lenore Volturno- Pala Band of Mission Indians, CA
Bernice  Lalo- Battle Mountain Council, NV

2008 RECIPIENTS
Arlene Luther (posthumous)- Navajo Nation, AZ
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians Environmental Team, CA
Dan Mosely- Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, NV

2009 RECIPIENTS
Satya “Deb” Misra- Navajo Nation, AZ
Marie Barry- Washoe Tribes of CA & NV
The Hinthil Environmental Resources Consortium, CA 

2010 RECIPIENTS
Cornelius Antone- Tohono O’ Odham Nation, AZ
Yerington Paiute Tribe, NV
Ken Norton- Hoopa Valley Tribe, CA

2011 RECIPIENTS
Jesse Patterson- Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, CA
Rudy Mix- Gila River Indian Community, AZ
Marci Hunter Philips (posthumous)- Shoshone Paiute  
Tribes of Duck Valley, NV

2012 RECIPIENTS
Brian Adkins-Bishop Paiute Tribe, CA
Warren J. Roan- Navajo Nation, AZ
John Mosely- Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, NV

2013 RECIPIENT
Meyo Marrufo- Hopland Band of Pomo Indians

2014 RECIPIENT
Gila River Indian Community, DEQ

(Ralph Morris, Hope Mix, Tony McCandless, Dan Hoyt)

2015 RECIPIENT
Elaine Wilson- Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, AZ

2016 RECIPIENT
John Beresford- La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, CA

2017 RECIPIENT
Lionel Puhuyesva- The Hopi Tribe, AZ
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2018 CONNER BYESTEWA JR. 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD RECIPIENT

John C. Parada was born and raised in San Diego, CA. He grew up 
in that city and on the Rincon Indian Reservation, graduating from 
high school at Valley High in Escondido, CA. He is the father to six 
kids and 14 grandkids, from Rincon, La Jolla, Pala and La Posta Indian 
Reservations.

starting with La Posta, where he established GAP, CWA 106, CWA 
319, CAA 103, and BIA Water Resources programs, and he managed 
PWSS and conducted emergency planning. He worked two years for 
the La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians as the CWA 106 Environmental 
Coordinator, where he established a CWA 106 Data Analysis Center, 
initiated planning for the development of Tribal Water Quality 
Standards, drafted preliminary designated uses, and established the 
collaborative Inter-Tribal Earth Day Event which is still ongoing. He 
worked three years for the Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla Cupeno Indians 
as Environmental Director and PWSS Manager where he re-established 
their environmental department training for tribal members to conduct 
environmental activities and PWSS operations. He also assisted with 
emergency management and developed a data analysis center for 
water quality monitoring and mapping. He is now employed with the 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians, where he manages CWA 106, CWA 319 and GAP, provides oversight for PWSS water 
operators, and is developing another data analysis center. In total, he has successfully established four data analysis centers, 
at La Posta, La Jolla, Los Coyotes, and Augustine.
John has always looked out for Tribes to acquire USEPA funding for environmental projects by justifying eligible activities 
according to grant guidance, such as for solid waste management, open dump cleanups, Tribal water system development, 
319 NPS rehabilitation projects and other projects. 
John has provided assistance to numerous tribal staff to increase capacity to conduct water quality monitoring, air quality 
monitoring, develop quality assurance project plans, solid waste management plans, storm water management plans, and 
non-point source management plans.
In John’s 22 years of service, he has successfully:

•    Trained numerous tribal staff on many different reservations to conduct water quality monitoring, air quality 

•    Assisted numerous tribes with quality assurance project plans for water quality monitoring.
•    Participated actively with the Region IX Regional Tribal Operations Committee.
•    Participated with the Western Regional Air Partnership for 2 years.
•    Participated with the GNEB to develop the Climate Change report for the United States.
•    Created the Southern California Inter-Tribal BMI Stream Team, which is still active to conduct BMI and water quality 

monitoring as a collaborative effort.
•    Conducted outreach for many tribes at Earth Day events, at which he is famous for the “Incredible Edible Aquifer”, 

which is now nationwide.
•    Assisted three tribes to clean up open dump sites.
•  Constructed rock structures for erosion control and storm water management as restoration projects.

JOHN C. PARADA
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YOUTH VIDEO 
CONTEST WINNER: 

Nahui’s Hopi Arsenic Filtration Project

VIDEO LINK

Nahui Polequaptewa
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Poster  
Winner:
Chloe 
Fuentes,  
age 7
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Poster 
Winner:
Blaze 
McKelevy,  
age 8
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Thank You 
to our

Mountain Sponsor
San Pasqual Economic 

Development Corporation
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Thank You 
to our 

Ocean Sponsor

Twin Pine 
Casino & Hotel

Thank You 
to our

Ocean Sponsor

Santa Rosa Band 
of Cahuilla Indians

Thank You 
to our

Ocean Sponsor

Cedarville
Rancheria
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Thank you  
to our  

Ocean Sponsor 

Yavapai-Prescott
Indian Tribe

Thank You 
to our

Ocean Sponsor

Big Sandy
Rancheria
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EXHIBITOR/VENDOR LIST

Thomas Keegan
California Rural Water Association

tkeegan@calruralwater.org
rviramontes@calruralwater.org

Quannee Oosahwe
Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.
602-258-4822

quannee.oosahwe@itcaonline.com

Dave Wilcox
AWQMS at Gold Systems
801-244-0873

dwilcox@goldsystems.com

Kay Wiltfong
K’s Handbag
619-792-8517
Ckay4info@yahoo.com

Louise Shortman 
Shortman Native Art
480-589-3632
louiseshortman@yahoo.com

Lacey Cannon
Indigenous Regeneration
760-807-6195

lacey@indigenousregeneration.org

Trent Wilson
Analytical Environmental Services (AES)
916-447-3479

twilson@analyticalcorp.com

Joanna Howerton
Eureka Water Probes
512-302-4333

jhowerton@waterprobes.com

Nikishna Polequaptewa
Advancing Communities
714-881-9424

nikishna@advancingcommunities.org

Keir Johnson-Reyes
Intertribal Agriculture Council
916-995-3209

keir@indianaglink.com

Alexis Malcomb
Upper Snake River  Tribes Foundation
208-954.0856

alexis@usrtf.org 

Ann Stacy
California Air Resources Board
916-229-0501

ann.stacy@arb.ca.gov

Jennifer Wade
Environmental Science Associates (ESA)
916-231-1251

ddebow@esassoc.com

Tommie Jean Valmassy
US EPA Region 9
510-302-6232

tri-program
tommiejean.valmassy@tetratech.com

Deborah Rich
Acqualogic
831-234-2820

drich@acqualogic.com

Helen Medina
Native American Environmental Protection 
Coalition  
951-296-5595

hmedina@naepc.com

Yael Perez
UC Berkeley
510-545-6774

assessment-of-renewable-energy-and-

pyael@berkeley.edu

Andy Bessler
ITEP
928-523-0526

andy.bessler@nau.edu

Isabela Lizio
Mission Enterprises
909-361-0710
Missionent@yahoo.com

Diana Sanchez
7 Generation Games
213-448-7815

diana@7generationgames.com

Leon Schegg
Rural Community Assistance Corporation
916-704-8134

lscheg@rcac.org
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CO-SPONSORED BY

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR IN 2019


