


EPA Region 6 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) Minutes
Wednesday, November 28, 2018
Shawnee, Oklahoma

I. Opening by Citizen Potawatomi Nation
a. Meeting called to order at 8:30 am
b. Invocation by Michael T. Sandoval, Pueblo of San Felipe
II.  Roll Call and Declaration of Quorum
a. Roll call by Pueblo of San Felipe, Secretary.  Quorum declared with 11 out of 17 RTOC member tribes present. 
III. Welcome and Introductions.  
a. Opening remarks by Arturo Blanco, Regional Administrator Idsal was not able to attend, sends her regrets.  Introductions around the table and room, 65 people present.  
IV. Approval of Agenda 
a. Motion to approve by Santa Clara Pueblo; Second by Caddo Nation
V. Approval of Minutes from RTOC meeting held April 11, 2018
a. Motion by Pueblo of Santa Clara, Second by Tesuque Pueblo
VI. Tribal Leader Comments / Concerns, Open Discussion 
a. No discussion at this time
VII. New Business
a. Proposed regulatory revision to Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404(g) permitting program regarding tribal assumption – EPA HQ. Move to facilitate tribes taking on 404g of CWA.  Army Corps of Engineers will retain until tribes take over that function.  Tribes must have statutory authority.  EPA is seeking input. Why assume 404 permitting?  Streamline, Consistency.  No additional funding available, EPA Reviews assumption requests.  Potential issues:  Clarify scope of assumable waterways, partial assumption, costs to tribes, and other potential issues.  Corps retains Section 10 waters.  No delegation of authority, but tribal assumption of authority.  Must meet assumptions of authority under TAS 404 at same time for 106.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions:  How does this apply to Oklahoma tribes (Midnight Rider), What about tribes without Water Quality Standards – can they assume authority?  Yes.  How will this affect the Clean Water Rule?  What are benefits to Tribal Assumption of Authority?   Comments due December 21.  
b. Possible Shared Governance in Leaning the Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) process – Micco Emarthla.   QAPPs began in 1979, Office of Policy – Grantees are required to have a QAPP in place prior to collecting environmental data.  E-Enterprise Office in DC – “Shared Governance Approach”.  EPA working to Lean (or streamline) the process.  Comment from Caucus that Region 6 QAPP process is pretty lean – Qtrack # issued within 30 days.  Nancy John commented that tribes need to be involved in meetings.  
c. Division Reports – EPA Region 6 Division Directors
Management Division will send out guidance regarding drawdowns of funding during any shutdown
Water Division- Water Lead Sampling – 98 samples analyzed to date about 20% of tribes have sent in samples to date.  None in action level yet, but lead has been detected.
Question from Governor Vigil, Pueblo of Tesuque – Who will remediate lead if it is found in school?  EPA stated they will do the testing and notification – will be up to tribe to address the issue.
Compliance and Enforcement – Nambe Pueblo’s medical incinerator shut down today.  The Pueblo was not able to do required testing within regulations, currently stop operation.
Drinking Water- Enforcement from Sanitary surveys, 3 Tribes under action 
Superfund – Jackpile largest open pit mine in world, weather station, air particulate collectors installed.  Grants Mining District – October community meetings held, update on 5 year plan.  Phase II GW report.  Pueblos of Acoma and Laguna.  
Multimedia – Zia Pueblo TAS Air Quality for funding.  Draft Guidance:  Interpreting “Adjacent” for New Source Review and Title V Source Determination in All Industries Other Than Oil and Gas discussed.  Multimedia Division will Re-Align:  RCRA, USTs Solid Waste, Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), Air, Children’s Health, Lead.  Air Division in Region 6 realigned:  Land, chemical, re-development, RCRA, FIFRA, USTs
Action item:  Organization Chart requested 
Office of Council – Tina Alvarado, Acting Regional Council.  Produced Water call will be held later
LUNCH 
OEJITA – Randy Gee gave updates on GAP, Regional Administrator’s visits, ETEPS.  Ira Hight announced special emphasis on Native American partners for Native American month.  Mr. Arturo Blanco announced the Regional Administrator’s visits will continue. 
VIII.  Update on Tribal Attains Pilot Project – Laura Shumway, EPA HQ
Presentation given
IX. Old Business/ Updates
a.  Continued discussion on GAP and PPGs.  Chad McIntosh,  EPA Assistant Administrator for Office of International and Tribal Affairs,  will set up a call regarding the AIEO Director Position Description, duties and qualifications  
X. Other Business
a. April 2nd & 3rd will be RTOC meeting in Dallas, 4th and 5th is Summit
b. Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference upcoming, Information Exchange conference in February
c. Wyandotte Nation does not want update or informational calls by EPA Headquarters, or other groups to be misconstrued as Government to Government Consultation
XI. Review of Action Items
a. Management Division will send out guidance regarding drawdowns of funding during any shutdown
b. Organization Chart requested  - before and after reorganization 
c. Chad McIntosh will set up a call regarding the AIEO Director Position Description, duties and qualifications  
XII. Closing Remarks
a. Mr. Arturo Blanco thanked everyone for being here and for all the hard work, underscoring efforts made by EPA Directors to be here and the work of everyone.  Chairman Barrett thanked the Tribal Representatives who were here, and wished the Pueblo of San Felipe the best in the coming year, and stated it was an honor to be selected and to serve as Tribal Co-Chair.  Announced visit to the Citizen Potawatomi Eagle Aviary this afternoon, also a visit to the Tribe’s 319 Project Site.
XIII. Adjournment – Chairman John A. Barrett
a. Closing prayer by Michael T. Sandoval, Pueblo of San Felipe.  Meeting closed at 3pm
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