


EPA Region 6 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) 
April 11, 2018 Meeting Notes
Westin Dallas Park Central Hotel Dallas, TX  

I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Opening by Chairman John Barrett
a. Meeting called to order 
b. Invocation by Chairman John Barrett, Co-Chair Citizen Potawatomi Nation
II.  Roll Call and Declaration of Quorum
a. Roll call by Pueblo of San Felipe, Secretary.  Quorum declared with 15 out of 17 RTOC member tribes present.  
III. Welcome and Introductions.  
a.  Tribal Leaders present include:  Chairman Jeff Haozous, Ft. Sill Apache Nation,  Committee Member Zackary Turley, Quapaw Tribe, Governor Rick Vigil, Tesuque Pueblo, 2nd Lt. Governor Marvin Trujillo Jr., Pueblo of Laguna, Councilman Bernard Abeyta, Village of Laguna, 1st Lt. Governor Raymond Concho Pueblo of Acoma, 1st Lt. Governor Byron Yepa, Pueblo of Jemez,  Councilman Michael T. Sandoval Pueblo of San Felipe, Governor Anthony Ortiz, Pueblo of San Felipe
b. Introductions around the room 86 people signed in.  
Chairman Barrett opened the meeting and welcomed the Tribal Leaders and Caucus and Anne Idsal, incoming Regional Administrator 
IV. Approval of Agenda 
a. Requested amendment to the agenda at 7d to include Tribal leader’s comments
b. Motion to approve by Ft. Sill Apache Nation; Second by Caddo Nation
V. Approval of Minutes from RTOC meeting held November 30, 2017 Catoosa, OK
a. Motion to approve minutes by Santa Clara; second by Santo Domingo
VI. Opening Remarks by RTOC Co-Chairs
Ms. Idsal is looking at a state centric perspective, focusing on legacy issues and emerging issues.  Staff are ready and willing and able to answer questions, particularly the tribal affairs office.  Chairman Barrett expressed concerns and priorities regarding maintaining and improving funding levels. 
VII. New Business
a. Transition Report
EPA Region 6 Transition Report presented to our incoming Regional Administrator Anne Idsal by Santa Clara Pueblo
b.  Budget Matrix results and report presented to the RTOC by Citizen Potawatomi Nation
c. AIEO Updates / EPA Strategic Plan
Administrator Pruitt reaffirmed the 1984 Indian Policy as the cornerstone of the EPA Tribal Program.  Conversation about Cooperative Federalism and what that means for tribes.  Strategic Plan FY 2018-2022 includes 1.  Cooperative Federalism 2.  Direct implementation as the core mission and 3.  Rule of Law and Process.
GAP Specific Language – Eligibility of Solid Waste O&M is now permanent.  AIEO working with NTC on GAP Guidance Evaluation to better support tribal governments.  Felicia Wright is traveling to Region 9 to gather input on what is and is not working regarding the GAP Guidance.  Jane Nishida sent out memo to Regions asking for consultation including on regulatory actions.  
d. Tribal Leader Comments
Governor Vigil, Pueblo of Tesuque:  Water is a very important concern in Indian Country and questioned who will be enforcing water quality?  Pueblo of Tesuque practices organic certified agriculture.  Requesting to build conversation network with states and other stakeholders. Funding levels must meet the needs of tribes.    
Councilman Bernard Abeyta, Pueblo of Laguna:  Water is a concern for Laguna as well.  There are no more fish in the water due to climate change and warming of the water.  Water for agriculture and irrigation is a priority and tribes have diverse problems within our reservations.  Laguna has the world’s largest open pit mine – and if you take a look at it you will see it needs to be cleaned up.  Tailings blow and affect both native and non-native communities.  Many people have developed cancer from exposure to this mine.  Ms. Idsal was invited to Laguna to see the mine and what it looks like today.  
War Chief Adam Duran, Pueblo of Pojoaque:  Decline of water within the region is related to non-native entities taking control of the river, and not being respectful to the Pueblo and their senior water rights. We do practice agriculture and traditional activities.  Need to have more a say-so and enforcement activities on our land.  
1st Lt. Governor Raymond Concho, Pueblo of Acoma:  When the Spanish were in NM they recognized the land steward and ownership status of the Pueblos which was included in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildago including the right to self-govern our lands and our people.  Today there is limited rainfall.  Tribes place great value on our relationship to our mother earth – where we came from, who we protect.  Abandoned Uranium mines, illegal dumping are both concerns for Acoma and the GAP is a great program and needs more funding.  The tribe while needing to protect water quality and quantity in natural springs, may not release location information to protect the sacred sites and preserve what has already been there.  Give Indian tribes the treatment required due to our unique political status.  Please come to visit Acoma during our feast day, and the Pueblo of Acoma looks forward to working with Anne Idsal.  
Chairman Jeff Haozous, Ft. Sill Apache Nation:  Mangas Coloradas Apache chief, in NM near the mines before the tribe was pushed from their land by miners and the federal government.  Now the Nation is headquartered in Oklahoma in a patchwork.  Mr. Haozous has been the Chairman since 2002.  Air, Water, Groundwater, NPS work are all priorities for the tribe.  There are 695 members holding land in OK, NM and AZ.  Would like to have TAS on all their trust land and all jurisdictional areas and to keep receiving funding and same treatment as others.  
Committee Member Zachary Turley, Quapaw Tribe located in NE Oklahoma, home to Tar Creek.  Turned comments over to Tim Kent.  Quapaw is home to the largest superfund site in the US, a lead and zinc mine.  Department of Interior approved the site over the objections of the tribe.  Individual tribal members were declared incompetent by BIA so they could mine their land.  The site was delisted in 1983 and has been a nightmare to clean up.  Sam Coleman was instrumental to get the work turned over to the tribe.  Quapaw Chairman met with Administrator Pruitt to develop some ideas to get the clean-up done quickly – to speed up the process.  
Governor Anthony Ortiz, Pueblo of San Felipe:  Thank you to Anne Idsal, put in office to take care of our people.  Repeating what all the leaders have voiced today – we all have issues to take care of and are asking through our prayers for everyone, which is our responsibility every day and night for all people.  We as Governors and Chairman hold no different title that that of President and we have the same responsibilities, including educating you all on our concerns.  We continue to repeat ourselves to educate you all:  land, air, contamination affects our people.  Cancer affects our communities and we must work to take care, requiring increase in funding – not decrease.  We hope you are listening and hearing us, and that we will have that Government to Government relationship and communication.  
1st. Lt. Governor Yepa, Pueblo of Jemez:  Every Pueblo has been enriched with our history and sovereignty.  Abraham Lincoln gave us our canes as did the Spanish crown and we have a rich history.  Through the Council of Governors we work together in unity.  We are in a drought now and trying to strategically plan how to deal with the forest fires and preserve our agriculture.  The headwaters in the Pueblo of Jemez are from the Valles Caldera.  Our way of life is farming.  Los Alamos National Laboratory is adjacent to our Pueblo and with the Four Accord Tribes we monitor our air for contaminants from the lab.  We use GAP for solid waste and recycling, and looking at an ordinance.   Our religious leaders have charged us with taking care of mother earth.  If we don’t take care of mother earth then we will be presented with climate change.  Decline in funding affects our ability to govern ourselves.  Resources are used to the best of our ability to make our home a good place.  We invite and recommend Ms. Idsal to come to NM for a tour.  
Chairman Barrett, Citizen Potawatomi Nation:  If you have expertise in a particular area you should inform each other of the specialization and cross-train as much as possible.  So much of what we do is labor intensive, and training is necessary.  The Chairman is grateful to hear from all the tribal leaders.  Ms. Idsal is invited to the Citizen Potawatomi Nation and we believe there is something to be gained from these trips – to gain a perspective of unique communities.  
Ms. Anne Idsal:  Thank you for your thoughts and concerns.  Ms. Idsal looks forward to and commits to come to each Pueblo and Tribe while in office.  Thank you for the invitation and consider them accepted.  
BREAK
Anne Idsal:  The Transition Document will be very useful to me and to the ongoing work.  Tribal Sovereignty is a key tenant of the EPA Region 6.  Coming from Texas there is a lot to learn.  EPA is in the process of updating business processes to bring you a full suite of options.  Superfund, GAP, Solid Waste are high priority issues for Administrator Pruitt.  UST Compliance efforts are outstanding – tremendous amount of compliance in the Region.  Look forward to seeing successful partnerships continuing.  
VIII. WOTUS
Rose Kwok of EPA's Office of Water discussed the WOTUS re-definition process and the in-person tribal workshop held March 6-7 in D.C.  Discussed how a revised definition of the Waters of the US could impact tribes.   David Ross was able to attend parts of the meeting – frustration that he did not spend more time at meeting was voiced.  Haven’t yet proposed the rulemaking to EPA leadership – late spring or summer to submit to OMB for interagency review.  Hope to continue to engage with tribes.  
Bernard Abeyta, Pueblo of Laguna stated time to consult must be sufficient.  Drought makes water even more important, and time is needed to communicate with you.  Pueblo of Laguna is in litigation over water rights.  We need time to develop our questions and have proper dialogue.  
a. Division Reports – EPA Region 6 Division Directors; summary available in RTOC materials
IX. Old Business/ Updates
a. GAP Guidance – will be a breakout session at the Summit
b. Workshops, Training and General Announcements:
Jim Payne – OK application for delegation for NESHAP to apply to Indian Country in OK.  The agency was conserving approving, consultation and meetings ongoing.  Update: OK has approached EPA to see if there is an alternative approach.  EPA HQ office is involved.  
Caddo Nation recognized the hard work and expertise of ITEC is setting up the RTOC and Summit
X.  Review of Action Items :  Presentations to Secretary for dissemination, GAP Guidance follow up on next RTOC call, EPA Regional and National follow up on budget matrix, Consortia letters due June 1st, GAP Workgroup, RA to visit pueblos and tribes, next RTOC in NM
XI. Closing Remarks by Chairman John  Barrett, RTOC Co-Chair and Anne Idsal, EPA Region 6 Administrator
XII. Motion to Adjourn by Caddo Nation Second by Santo Domingo Pueblo
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